http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html

INDICATIONS OF ATMOSPHERIC OHANGES. 85

of the globe must have been considerably diminished, and
the permission to eat flesh must have been extremely useful
in increasing the amount of food, and diminishing that of
labour. Such a change having taken place, both in the
heavens and the earth, and vast countries being essentially
altered both in the temperature of the atmosphere, from
whatever cause, and the productions of the soil, the ex-
tinction of many of the original animal forms, that were
extra-tropical, or at least were inhabitants of high latitudes,
and were incapable of bearing the changes, whether it was
ante-diluvial or post-diluvial, would necessarily follow; and
again as man was become by his nature prone to sin, he as
necessarily was made subject to evil. Hence he became
exposed, from the new constitution of the earth and atmo-
sphere, to various diseases and sundry kinds of death, the
term of his existence was shortened, and it was chequered
with days of darkness as well as of light: and he was
infested by various animals, either newly created, or then
first let loose against him and his property.

All these things indicate a change in the mechanical as
well as other original powers set and kept in action by the
Creator, and a certain dependence of two distinct classes
of events upon each other. If a great alteration generally
takes place in the moral condition of man, a corresponding
change affects his physical one; and this alteration and con-
flict between good and evil, in this double series, after a
long and arduous struggle, will finally be determined by
the destruction of this diluvial earth and heavens, which we
are assured will, in the end, be replaced by “ New Heavens
and @ new Earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
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