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‘96 DISTRIBUTION OF ANIMALS.

‘attributes in this partial location of various animals. If
every region, or nation, contained within its limits the entire
circle that constitutes the animal kingdom, and the remark
may be extended to every natural object, how weak and
trifling would be the incitement for man to visit his fellow
men. Were the productions of every country the same,
there would be little or no temptation for commercial specu-
lation, therefore the merchant would stay at home; the
animal, and plants, and minerals would be the same, there-
fore the maturalist would stay at home; the astronomer
indeed, and geographer, and the student of his own species,
might be tempted sometimes to roam, but the ocean would
be truly dissociable, and those ties that now connect the
different nations of the globe would, for the most part, be
broken. They are now linked to each other, in a bond of
amity, by the intercourse which their mutual wants produce,
and the body geograpbical, if I may use such a metaphor, as
well as the body natural, is so tempered, and so furnished
in every part, that constant supplies of things, necessary
or desirable, are uninterruptedly circulating, by certain
channels, through the whole system; and thus keep up a
kind of systole and diastole, which diffuses everywhere a
healthy temperament, and is universally beneficial. It is,
moreover, calculated to generate those kindly feelings which
ought to reciprocate between beings inhabiting the same
globe, and sprung from the same original Father. And the
cultivation of these feelings of mutual goodwill was, no
doubt, the principal object of the Deity in the distribution
of various gifts to various countries, endowing some with
one peculiar production and some with another: so that
one might not say to another, “I kave no need of you.”
Herein is the Divine wisdom and gooduess most con-
spicuous. Had chance, or nature, as some love to speak.
directed the distribution of animals, and they were aban-
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