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luxuries of the rich man’s table; but in others, especially
amongst some of the North-western American tribes, they
are gifts of Providence, which form their principal food at
all seasons. One, which Sir George Mackenzie fell in with,
in his journey from Canada to the Pacific, were perfect
Ichthyophagites, and would touch no other animal food.
These people construct, with great labour and ingenuity,
across their streams, salmon weirs, which are formed with
timber and gravel, and elevated nearly four feet above the
level of the water; beneath machines are placed, into which
the salmon fall when they attempt to leap over the weir.
On either side is a large frame of timber-work, six feet
above the level of the upper water, in which passages are
left for the salmon, leading into the machines. When they
catch their salmon they string them and suspend them, at
first, in the river. The women are employed in preparing
and curing those fish; for this purpose they appear to roast
them first, and then suspend them on the poles that run
along the beams of their houses, in which there are usually
from three to five hearths, the heat and smoke from which
contribute, no doubt, to their proper curing.

The salmon, indeed, frequents every sea, the arctic as
well as the equatorial ; it is found even in great lakes and
inland seas, as the Caspian, into which it is even affirmed to
make its’ way by a subterranean channel from the Persian
Gulf—it goes as far south as New Holland and the Aus-
tralian seas; but, it is said never to have been found in the
Mediterranean, and appears to have been unknown to Aris-
totle. Pliny mentions it as a river fish, preferred to all
marine ones by the inhabitants of Gaul. It traverses the
whole length of the largest rivers.. It reaches Bohemia by
the Elbe, Switzerland by the Rhine, and the Cordilleras of
America by the mighty Maragnon, or River of Amazons,
whose course is more than three thousand miles. In
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