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habit, as the majority of sea-fishes and animals, salt waters
only, some salt at one time and fresh at another, as the
species of the salmon genus, the sturgeon, &c.; and some
frequent brackish waters, as some flat-fish and shell-fish.

The bed of the mighty ocean is not only planted with a
variety of herbs, which afford pasture to many of its animal
inhabitants, but it has other productions which represent
a forest of trees and shrubs, and are, strictly speaking,
the first members of the zoological world, connecting it
with the vegetable; these are denominated Zoophytes or
animal plants, and Polypes (Polypus.) This last name has
been adopted from Aristotle; with him however and the
ancients it is evidently used to designate the Argonaut*
and Nautilus of the moderns, and also to include some
terrestrial shells. The Zoophytes however are not confined
to the ocean, every rivulet and stagnant ditch or pool affords
to some kinds, more commonly denominated Polypes, and
also to some sponges, their destined habitation. An infinite
army of shell-fish, whether multivalve, bivalve, or univalve,
also' cover the bed of the ocean, or move in its waters, and
some dance gaily on its surface with expanded sails, or
dashing oars when tempted by fair weather.

From this brief view of the local distribution of animals
and their various haunts, we see the care of Divine Provi-
dence, that no place, however, at first sight, apparently
unfit, might be without its animal as well as vegetable
population: if the hard rock is clothed with a lichen, the
lichen has its inhabitant: and that inhabitant, besides afford-
ing an appropriate food to the bird that alights upon the
rock, or some parasite that has been hatched in or upon its
own body, assists in forming a soil upon it. There is no
place so horrible and fetid from unclean and putrid sub-
stances, that is not cleansed and purified by some animals

* Argonauta.



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


