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based the visible world, in the three great departments into

which we see it divided, upon an invisible basis, and in

which cohesion and. life are maintained. by those powers

which God has placed as rulers in the physical world, and.

by which he still acts upon the universe of existences.

CHAPTER V.

FUNCTIONS AND INSTINCTS. POLYPES.

THJi tribe of animals to which we are next to direct our

attention, though not invisible like the last, are almost

equally concealed from our view by the medium that they
inhabit; o that, with the exception of those that abound

in fresh water, and. are easily kept alive for examination.,

the great body of them inhabiting the ocean can seldom be

studied in a living state. All the polypes are aggregate
srninlcLl$ in which they differ from the majority of the pre..

ceding class. The most imperfect of them, as the sponges
and. some of the alcyocs, seem to consist merely of a gela
tinous mass, without any organs of prehension, which by its

alternate contraction and dilatation, imbibes or sends out

the water from which the animal. derives its nutriment; but

the great majority have a mouth furnished with arms or

tentacles varying in number. These are described as tubes,

filled with fluid, expanding at the base into a small cavity,
which when contracted necessarily propels the fluid into the

tentacles, and thus extends them; but when the tube con

tracts, the fluid. flows back into the cavity, and the points Of

the tentacles converge over the mouth.

These parts are not only organs of sense, but also serve

many other purposes, particularly those of prehension and
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