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194 FUNCTIONS AND INSTINCTS.

and complete the design of the Great Creator, and give the
structure its due elevation and consolidation, should furnish
it with fountains and streams of water; should cover it
with a soil capable of affording sufficient nutriment to trees
and plants, which should in their turn afford food for some
part of the animal kingdom, and finally for man him-
self. How evidently does all this show the adaptation of
means to an end. What a number of calculations must be
made, what a number of circumstances taken into consider-
ation, what & number of contingences provided against,
what a number of conflicting elements made to harmonize
and subserve to the promotion of a common purpose, which
it is impossible could have been effected but by the inter-
vention and constant guidance of an unseen Being, causing
all things so to. concur as to bring about and establish what
he designs! And, when we further comsider the multi-
plicity of aspects in which the subject must be viewed, in
order to get a clear and correct idea of the co-operation of
so many causes seeming often at variance with each other,
we may further affirm, without fear of contradiction, that
the whole must be the plan and the work, as the primary
and only intelligent cause, of a Being infinite in power,
wisdom, and goodness.

There are two circumstances in the above account of the
proceedings of these animals that more particularly demon-
strate Divine interposition. One is the precaution to which
they have recourse when they build a circular reef in the
sea, that they leave an opening in this part for the entrance
of the tide and its reflux, so that a constant renovation
of the waters takes place, without which they could not
proceed in their operations for want.of their necessary
aliment.

The other is, not only that they erect their buildings in
the form best calculated to resist the action of the ocean,



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


