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ARGONAUT AND NAUTILUS. 291

proper Molluscans. In this animal there is only a smgle
heart, the branchial ones being wanting.

There is one circumstance which proves this cephalopod
to belong to this shell, and not to be a parasitic anima],
as that of the argonaut has been supposed to be—it is
this, though the whole body appears to reside in the last
and largest concameration of the shell, yet there is a small
tubular tail-like process which enters the siphon, but which
unfortunately was mutilated, only a small piece being left,
but enough to show that the animal had power over the
whole shell by means of this organ, hence it follows that
a Cephalopod is the animal that forms the shell of the
nautilus, and its natural inhabitant, which goes a great
way towards settling the controversy concerning the real
animal of the argonaut, and amounts almost to a demon-
stration that the celebrated sailor that uses it as a boat,
and scuds gaily in it over the ocean, is no pirate that has
murdered its natural owner, but sails in a skiff of his own
building.

The only circumstance that now leaves any doubt in the
mind of the inquirer, is the very different nature of the cepha-
lopod of the argonaut and the nautilus, the former appearing
to be nearly related to the octopus or poulpe, and belonging
to the genus Ocythde of Rafinesque. In this genus the
tentacular legs or arms are similar to those of the poulpes,
planted on the inner side with a double series of sessile
suckers, the second pair having & membranous dilatation
at their apex,* which the animal is supposed to use as
a sail when it moves on the surface of the sea. Some
naturalists deny that this animal ever uses these organs
for sailing or rowing, but Bosc expressly asserts, and I
am not aware that there is any reason to doubt his veracity,

that he has seen hundreds of the argonauts rowing over
* See Zool. Journ. n. xiii. t. iii.
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