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the plant, or the plant-fed creature, returns to the earth
what the plant had absorbed, and so maintains the proper
equilibrium. He who numbers the hairs of our head, num-
bers the workmen that he employs, employing them only in
such proportions, so distributed, as may best accomplish
His purposes.

CHAPTER XI.

FUNCTIONS AND INSTINCTS. WORMS.

WE are now at length, after long wanderings, arrived, if I
may so speak, at the limits of the Molluscan territory, and,
having visited the capital, seem now to be upon the confines
of the higher hemisphere of the animal kingdom, the in-
habitants of which are distinguished by having their whole
frame built upon a vertebral column, enclosing a medullary
chord, and terminating, at its upper extremity, in a skull
containing a developed brain.

But though we seem arrived at the confines of this higher
order of animals, there are still many, and some superior to
the most perfect of the Molluscans, in the entirety of their
nervous system, and the habits and instincts which they
manifest, to which we have not yet paid the attention that
they merit. These animals are particularly distinguished
from the preceding Classes, by the appearance, or actual
ezistence of segments or joints in their bodies, especially in
their legs, of what may be called an annular structure.
They are divided into two great tribes, which, from this
circumstance, have been called Annelidans, and Annulosans,
and the last, with more propriety, Condylopes.

There is one tribe, however, amongst the Radiaries, as we
have seen, that shows some slight traces of insection, I
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