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306 FUNCTIONS AND INSTINCTS.

numbers of man and beast. Besides, with regard to the
Lord of the Creation, these things are trials that exercise
his patience and other virtues, or tend to produce his
reformation, and finally to secure to him an entrance into
an immutable and eternal state of felicity, when that of
probation is at an end, so that the gates of Death may be
to him the.gates of PEACE and REST.

CHAPTER XII.
FUNCTIONS AND INSTINCTS. ANNELIDANS.

TrE animals we have just been considering form an almost
insulated group, so.that it seems not easy to say to what
tribe they are most nearly related, but the soft Pseudo-
leeches, as was observed above, especially those that have
rudimental tentacles, seem to tend somewhat towards the
molluscan tribes; they exhibit considerable resemblance to
the blood-suckers or true leeches, and like them have an
instrument of suction, though employed, perhaps, in ex-
tracting the sap or the blood of plants, and at the -same
time, in. many respects, as we have lately seen, they ap-
proach the polypes.

The Flukes, likewise, appear to have some characters in
common with the leech,* so that a passage is open from the
intestinal worms towards the Annelidans, some of which, as
the earth-worm, occasionally become intestinal, and several
are possessed of reproductive powers almost as great as
those of the pseudo-leech, or the polype. I shall therefore
next, in taking my departure from the worms, bend my

* See above, p. 301.
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