CHAPTER I.

OF THE MUTUAL OPERATION OF PHYSICAL AGENTS,
AND OF MATTER; AND OF THE LAWS WHICH
THEY OBEY.

“ Gop has been pleased to prescribe limits to
his own power, and to work his ends within those
limits. The general laws of matter have per-
haps the nature of these limits; its inertia, its
reaction, the laws which govern the commu-
nication of motion, of light, of heat, of mag-
netism and electricity, and probably of others
yet undiscovered. These are general laws, and
when a particular purpose is to be effected,
it is not by making them wind and bend and
yield to the occasion, (for nature with great
steadiness adheres to, and supports them,) but
it is, as we have seen in the eye, by the
interposition of an apparatus corresponding with
these laws, and suited to the exigency which
results from them, that the purpose is at length
attained. As we have said, therefore, God pre-
scribes limits to his power, that he may let
in the exercise, and thereby exhibit demon-
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