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CHAPTER III.
OF MOLECULAR, OR POLARIZING FORCES, ETC.

In all chemical operations, as already observed,
we only witness the beginning and the end ; the
cause and the effect; while the whole of the
intermediate changes elude our senses. Never-
theless, by a careful observation of the pheno-
mena we are enabled to form some notion of
these operations; and that amply sufficient to
convince us of their wonderful nature. With a
view therefore of arresting the attention of readers
who may be unconscious of these wonders, or too
apt to overlook them ; we have thought it proper
to premise a sketch of what may be supposed
to take place, among the ultimate particles of
which all bodies are constituted ; during those
remarkable changes which they are constantly
undergoing. And here it may be remarked,
once for all, that many of the views commonly
entertained on these points, have always ap-
peared to us to be so imperfect and unsatisfac-
tory; that so far from elucidating the subject, they
have only served to render it the more obscure.
In the following sketch, therefore, as better
adapted for our purpose, we have endeavoured



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


