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140 CHEMISTRY.

The acids containing bromine, tiodine, and
fluorine, are still less satisfactorily known, than
those containing chlorine. As just observed,
the acids formed by these different principles
with hydrogen, viz. the hydrobromic, the hydri-
odic, and the hydroflvoric acids, possess the most
decided properties, and are best understood.

The cyanogen acids are numerous and impor-
tant, as most of them are poisonous; thus the
compound of cyanogen and hydrogen, (analogous
to those above mentioned), is the Aydrocyanic, or
prussic acid; one of the most virulent poisons in
nature, and instantly fatal to organic life in
every form.

Of the remaining acids, the sulfur acids, the
selenium acids, and the tellurium acids, we know
very little. Those with which we are at present
best acquainted, are analogous to the preceding
acids, and are formed by the union of the dif-
ferent principles with hydrogen. These acids
were formerly known under the names of sul-
Juretted, seleniated, and telluretted hydrogen ; but
some chemists have now given them new names,
conformably to the above nomenclature.

Of Alkalies and Bases. Bodies of this class, are,
as we have seen, like the acids, composed of dif-
ferent elements, and particularly of certain me-
tals, combined with oxygen, chlorine, &c.; but
usually in less proportions than in the acids.
Hence the alkaline bases are as numerous as the
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