http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html

GENERAL ARGUMENTS. 179

nature, such organized beings could be repro-
duced. That is to say, we cannot conceive that
hydrogen, carbon, oxygen, and azote, with heat
and light, &c. from what we know of their pro-
perties, would ever be able, of their own accord,
so to combine as to form a: plant or an animal.
Hence, when plants and animals were first pro-
duced, it is evident that there must have been a
power or agent in operation, which has long
since discontinued so to operate; and that this
power or agent not only created plants and
animals ; but at the same time imparted to them
a capability of perpetuating their existence, for
a period, at least, commensurate with that state
of equilibrium in which they have been placed.
Now, whether we consider the power or agent
who accomplished_all these things, to have been
the Deity himself operating immediately, which
is most probable; or whether we consider with
some, that He operated by delegated agencies
and laws, the result is the same as far as our
argument is concerned; the object of which
argument is to show, that the present races of
organized beings are, somehow or other, influ-
enced by the same general laws, which appear
to regulate inorganic matters. That is to say;
organized beings at the present time, are at least
as fixed and permanent in their nature, as the
state of equilibrium in which they have been
placed ; and consequently, no new plants or new
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