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340 METEOROLOGY.

mixed atmosphere of air and vapour, is perfectly
insulated, and is thus capable of electrical accu-
mulation. Now the phenomena arising from the
equalization of such derangements of electrical
distribution, are lightning and thunder. Light-
ning and thunder therefore are nothing, either
more or less, than the phenomena of electricity
on a large scale ; that is to say, a cloud and the
earth, or two clouds, become surcharged with the
two opposite forms of electricity, and thus repre-
sent the interior and the exterior coatings of an
electrical jar similarly surcharged: the inter-
vening and non-conducting air are represented
by the interposed and non-conducting glass;
while the lightning and the thunder are the
spark and the explosion caused by the union of
the two electricities. If the reader bear in mind
this analogy, it will enable him to understand
the whole electrical phenomena of the atmo-
sphere.

The distribution of "electricity, like that of
heat and light, decreases from the Equator to-
ward the Poles. Thus, in intertropical countries
alone, are the effects of this energetic agent dis-
played in all their power ; there, thunder storms
are quite terrific, and far surpass any thing of
which those, who have not witnessed them, can
form a conception. In temperate climates the
effects of atmospheric electricity are usually
most severe in the summer ; and their severity
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