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similar to the phenomena which almost always

attend the descent of Meteoric stones or Aerolites,

to which perhaps they are nearly allied.

Of the falling of stones from the atmosphere,

there can now be no doubt; though the origin

and the nature of these stones are very ob

scure, and indeed cannot, in the present state

of our knowledge, be explained. There have

been various opinions on the subject. Some,

considering aerolites to be the productions of

our own planet, have viewed them as masses

projected from volcanoes to a great height and

distance in the atmosphere; or as formed by

the agglutination of the earthy and metallic

powders from volcanoes, as before mentioned.

Others ascribing to aerolites quite a different

origin, have viewed them as fragments scattered

through space, which happening to come within

the sphere of our earth's attraction, have been

determined to its surface, &c.

Although we are thus uncertain regarding the

origin of aerolites, or their use in the economy of

nature; it now seems by innumerable observa

tions to be completely established, that aerolites,

while in the higher regions of the atmosphere,

are often in a state of intense ignition. They

there assume the form of brilliant meteors, which

as they approach the earth, burst with a loud

explosion, followed by a shower of stones.

These stones generally exhibit evident marks of
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