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the air, even in the most minute quantity. The
effects of this gaseous combination of selenium
with hydrogen are thus described by the cele-
brated chemist, Berzelius, its discoverer. ¢ In
the first experiment which I made on the inha-
lation of this gas, I conceive that I let up into
my nostrils a bubble of gas, about the size of a
small pea. It deprived me so completely of the
sense of smell, that I could apply a bottle of
concentrated ammonia to my nose without per-
ceiving any odour. After five or six hours, I
began to recover the sense of smell; but a severe
catarrh remained for about fifteen days. On
another occasion, while preparing this gas, I
became sensible of a slight hepatic odour, be-
cause the vessel was not quite close; but the
aperture was very small, and when I covered it
with a drop of water small bubbles were seen to
issue, about the size of a pin’s head. .To avoid
being incommoded with the gas, I put the appa-
ratus under the chimney of the laboratory. I
felt at first a sharp sensation in my nose; my
eyes then became red, and other symptoms of
catarrh began to appear, but only to a trifling
extent. In half an hour, I was seized with a
dry and painful cough, which continued for a
long time, and which was at last accompanied
by an expectoration, having a taste entirely like
that of the vapour from a boiling solution of cor-
rosive sublimate. These symptoms were re-
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