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EFFECTS OF FOREIGN BODIES IN THIE AIR. 303

The matters occasionally diffused through the
atmosphere, which appear to be in a state of
solution, are not often perceptible by our senses,
unless in some cases, perhaps, by the sense of
smell.

As an instance of the presence of such bodies
in the atmosphere, we may mention a very re-
markable observation which occurred to the
writer of this treatise, during the late prevalence
of epidemic cholera. He had for some years
been occupied in investigations regarding the
atmosphere ; and for more than six weeks pre-
viously to the appearance of cholera in London,
had almost every day been engaged in endea-
vouring to determine, with the utmost possible
accuracy, the weight of a given quantity of air,
under precisely the same circumstances of tem-
perature and of pressure. On a particular day,
the 9th of February, 1832, the weight of the air
suddenly appeared to rise above the usual
standard. As the rise was at the time supposed
to be the result of some accidental error, or of
some derangement in the apparatus employed ;
in order to discover its cause, the succeeding
observations were made with the most rigid
scrutiny : but no error or derangement what-
ever could be detected. On the days imme-
diately following, the weight of the air still con-
tinued above the standard; though not quite
so high as on the 9th of February, when the
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