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364 METEOROLOGY.

examples of the ‘“unsearchable ways™ of the
Almighty ; “ He sits on the whirlwind, and
directs the storm:” a hamlet is laid waste ;
a few individuals may perish; but the general
result is good : the atmosphere is purified ; and
pestilence with all its train of evils disappear.
Nay, however inscrutable the object of the
deadly malaria itself, do we not see one end
which it serves, namely, to stimulate the rea-
soning powers, and the industry of man? By his
reason, man has been guided to an antidote
beneficently adapted for his use, which has stript
malaria of half its terrors. By his industry,
the marsh has been converted into fertile land,
and disease has given place to salubrity.

When, therefore, we duly consider all these
things ; when we reflect also on the number,
the properties, the various conditions of the
matters composing our globe ; the wonder surely
is, not that a few of these matters occasionally
exist as foreign bodies in the atmosphere, but
that others of these matters are not at all times
diffused through it, and in such quantity as to
be incompatible with organic life. Thus, the
original constitution of the atmosphere, and the
preservation of its purity against all these con-
taminating influences, may be viewed as the
strongest arguments we possess, in demonstra-
tion of the benevolence, the wisdom, and the
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