
DISTRIBUTION OF PLANTS. 377

and in magnitude; and after having shown

themselves under a variety of stunted forms, are

at length almost entirely superseded by a few

coarse grasses and lichens. Yet even here

design is apparent. These hardy natives of the

poles are, from the simplicity of their structure,

wonderfully adapted to the climate of the region

they occupy; in which alone they will flourish,

and for which alone, therefore, they have been

expressly created.

Though it be generally true that plants will

grow only in the soil and climate adapted for

them; yet, as if intentionally to evince His

power, the Great Author of' nature has created

some manifest exceptions to this rule. All

organized beings have been more or less en

dowed with the faculty of accommodating them

selves to circumstances. In the larger number

of plants this faculty scarcely exists; but in

some it is much stronger; and in others, consti

tuting the exceptions to which we allude, the

extent of the accommodating faculty is almost

incredible. In general, plants that are the

natives of peculiar soils, and of extreme cli

mates, are the most impatient of change; while

time natives of ordinary soils, and of temperate

climates, have a wider range of growth. The

exceptions to the rule of adaptation are chiefly

among plants that are natives of such soils and

climates. Thus
11
the &wiolus Va/erandi is found
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