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be mentioned the Shark tribe; which in respect

of ferocity and voraciousness, may be classed

with the tiger, or any kindred species on land.

The influence of climate on marine animals is

further shown, as we have said, by the enormous

size of many of the Tropical shell-fish and mol

lusca. The colouring of these and also of other

productions of the Equatorial seas, often exhibits

so much lustre and beauty, as to rival the most

splendid of the feathered race. In temperate

climates, and from the equal temperature of the

sea, even within the frigid zone, it is remarkable

that fish, like terrestrial animals, are much dis

posed to be gregarious. The shoals of Herring,

Mackerel, and other well known visitants of our

coasts, are familiar examples of the gregarious

tendency. The Salmon and the Sturgeon may

be adduced as instances of fish inhabiting chiefly

the rivers of the temperate and colder countries.

While in the same climates, instead of the mag

nificent Pearl oyster of the Tropics, there ap

pears our common Oyster, so diminutive and

unsightly, yet so profitable to man.

We have thus seen that animals, like plants,

have in general been adapted to particular

climates. The numerous cold-blooded animals

of the Tropics--even the warm-blooded Tiger

itself, amid the Polar snows, would instantly

perish. The Arctic bear would be not less

unable to live, under the scorching rays of a
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