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DISTRIBUTION OF ANIMALS. 399

vertical sun. Yet though adaptation to one cli-
mate be the general law regarding animals as
well as plants; some species of animals have,
as remarkably as some species of plants, the
faculty of accommodating themselves to all cli-
mates. These species, like the plants similarly
endowed, are for the most part'natives of tem-
perate climates; the transition from such cli-
mates to either extreme, being much less violent
than from one extreme to the other. Thus our
domestic animals have been successively intro-
duced into the New World, at various periods
since its discovery ; and are now, in incredible
numbers, spread over the whole of that vast con-
tinent, from Canada to Paraguay. The greatest
increase has been of the IHorse, the Ox, the
Sheep, the Goat, the Dog, the Cat, and the
Hog. * The Rat, too, though an unwelcome in-
truder, has been not the least prolific. The dif-
ferent varieties of domestic Poultry have multi-
plied to an equal extent. Even Insects have
been introduced, and widely spread, as is well
known to horticulturists.

Like plants, most animals also are readily
domesticated, and thrive in climates similar to
those of which they are natives. The most
striking instance is the Rein-decer; so lately as
in the year 1773 introduced into Iceland, and
now exceedingly numerous in the interior of
that country. From these powers of accommo-
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