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'throughout, we have intentionally, and as far as

was possible, avoided those details, the consider

ation of which belongs to other departments.

But it has been our aim to state such prominent

facts, as appeared best calculated for the elucida

tion of our argument. In particular, it has been

our desire to show-how number among the weak

is made to compensate for magnitude among the

strong; how exuberance in one species is made

to contribute to the existence of another; how

ornament and boundless profusion characterize

the countries within the tropics, while the tem

perate climates are not less distinguished by

utility and capacity for change; how, even in

the rigorous and barren neighbourhood of the

Poles, where lif becomes a struggle for exis

tence, animals have been expressly furnished

with clothing appropriate to these regions;

in short, we have endeavoured to explain, how

every animal, in every climate, has its day;

and by some peculiar contrivance, has been

enabled to maintain its rank in creation, and to

assist in preserving the general equilibrium.

Hitherto we have considered the works of

nature without reference to Man. For aught

we can see to the contrary, they might all have

existed, and every arrangement and operation

might have been very nearly, if not exactly,

the same as at present; though man had never

been called into being. But still, for a moment
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