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longer, keeping man’s existence out of view;
let us, as under a former division of this Trea-
tise, enquire, what would have been the use of all
this elaborate design, without an ulterior object.
Would an intelligent Creator have made such
a world, and have left it thus incomplete? It
is evident that the other beings inhabiting this
earth, live and die, without in the slightest de-
gree comprehending the vast system of which
they constitute a part. Hence they are merely
unconscious agents, from which their Maker,
while he has furnished them with the instincts
necessary to their existence, and has awarded
equal justice to all, has yet chosen to withhold
the privilege of reason. That a Creator, evi-
dently as benevolent as he is wise, might, for
his own gratification, have made such a world,
and without any other inhabitants, is indeed
possible. But, even admitting that possibility,
the probability surely is, that he would not
there have finally ‘“rested from his labour.”
His benevolence would have prompted him to
communicate to other beings, a portion of the
gratification, which he himself is supposed to
derive from the contemplation of his works.
In the beautiful world which he had created,
He would have wished to see one being at least,
capable of appreciating to a certain extent his
design and his objects. Such is a plain infer-
ence deducible from the manifest attributes of the
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