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those among vegetables. All the numerous va-
rieties of cattle, of sheep, of horses, of dogs, of
poultry, and of all the other animals reared as
food, or for any purpose domesticated, have
sprung from a few wild and unattractive species;
and have been made what they are, in a great
degree, by his intervention. Moreover, the most
useful of these varieties of animals have been
transported by man into every region of the
globe, to which he has himself been able to
penetrate. Lastly, in the clothing and habita-
tions of man, the surpassing influence of his
reason is equally conspicuous. For covering his
naked body, a surface of considerable extent is
necessary ; larger, indeed, than is presented by
any natural texture, unless, perhaps, by the
skins of other animals, or by the leaves of some
plants; which therefore, in the rudest states of
society, usually constitute his only dress. But
by the art of weaving, he has been enabled to
produce garments of gny size, and from materials
which would seem the least fitted for such con-
version. Thus man can not only clothe himself
in any manner, and according to the tempera-
ture of the climate in which he lives; but he
can associate with the articles of his dress every
species of ornament his fancy may dictate.
His choice of materials for the construction of
dwellings is not less extensive than that of his
clothing. As climate and other circumstances
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