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design-most obviously with design having re-

ference to the being man, not yet ut existence.

Thus far we have considered the state at which

the earth has arrived, and man, an animal en

dowed with reason, placed as its chief inhabi

tant. But we may yet extend our view to the

prospects infliturity.

We have seen that this earth has not suddenly

emerged from chaos to its present condition ;

but that by a succession of violent and disrup

tive changes, it has been progressively brought

into different conditions, and progressively te

nanted by higher orders of beings. We, the

last of the series, in our own creation and in the

faculties with which we have been endowed,

behold the most striking exemplification of the

wisdom, and of the power of the Deity. But

does the great design abruptly terminate here?

Has this earth arrived at the ultimate stage of its

existence? Have its inhabitants attained the

utmost perfection of which they are capable?

Are there not further convulsions, and still higher

orders of beings in contemplation? The answers

to these questions are known only to the great

Author of the universe, and concern us not.

There is one question, however, connected with

this subject, in which we are deeply and per

sonally interested- What is to become of man?

Is the being who, surveying nature, recognises
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