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PROCESS OF DIGESTION IN ANIMALS. 493

The operations of the stomach, viewed as a
whole, may be stated as follows :—

1. The stomach has the- power of dissolving
alimentary substances, or, at least of bringing
them to a semifluid state. This operation seems
to be altogether chemical ; and is probably ef-
fected by reducing the properties of alimentary
substances.

2. The stomach has, within certain limits, the
~power of changing into one another, the simple
alimentary principles, which have been described
in the last chapter. Unless the stomach pos-
sessed such a power; that uniformity in the com-
position of the chyle, which we may imagine to
be indispensable to the existence of every ani-
mal, could not be preserved. This part of the
operations of the stomach, appears, like the re-
ducing process, to be chemical ; but not so easy
of accomplishment: it may be termed the con-
verting operation of the stomach.

3. The stomach must have, within certain
limits, the power of organizing and witalizing
the different alimentary substances; so as to
render them fit for being brought into more inti-
mate union with a living body, than the crude
aliments can be supposed to be. Itisimpossible
to imagine, that this organizing agency of the
stomach can be chemical. This agency is vital,
and its nature is completely nnknown.



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


