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ol8 CHEMISTRY OF ORGANIZATION.

which it has been attempted to rear this most
untenable opinion, they prove nothing what-
ever; and are easily explained on other prin-
ciples. Such explanation would be foreign to
our present object, were we to introduce it here.
But there is one observation, which has always
appeared to us conclusive against this fancied
identity of the nervous energy with electricity;
and with which, we shall close what we have to
offer, regarding the present subject. Most per-
sons are aware that there are certain fishes
endowed with the power of evolving electricity,
and of communicating a smart shock to other
animals. Now, in all the fishes in which this
power resides, as in the Torpedo, there is a
complicated apparatus, extending over a large
portion of the fish’s body, expressly for the pur-
pose of forming the electricity, which the fish
communicates ; thus, proving beyond a doubt,
that mere nerves are not sufficient to develope
electricity ; and that, when electricity is wanted,
an express and peculiar organ is as requisite for
it3 secretion or formation, as for the secretion and
formation of any other product of the animal
economy.

The further reflections suggested by the facts
we have now detailed, will be given in conjunc-
tion with the reflections suggested by the facts
to be detailed in the next chapter.
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