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038 . CHEMISTRY OF ORGANIZATION.

less wonderful, indeed more wonderful, than in
the arrangements of structure and of mechanism.
The variety of forms, assumed by bodies having
the same essential composition, produces a lati-
tude, in the choice of diet, which is almost
infinite : at the same time, the organs being
endowed with the power to discriminate all these
differences, and to act on the ultimate principles
of bodies, elaborate the same uniform chyle,
from every variety of food. The power by
which the stomach is enabled to effect these
astonishing changes, is the power which it pos-
sesses, of associating the different alimentary
substances with water; the- power, in short, of
dissolving, or digesting them. This dissolving
power seems to be exerted by the stomach,
through the agency of chlorine derived from the
common salt in the blood ; at least, chlorine is
always present in the stomach, during the act
of the solution of the food ; though the precise
mode in which the chlorine operates, is still un-
known. Contemporaneously with the act of
solution of the food, such essential changes take
place in its composition, as are requisite for per-
fecting the future chyle.

The stomach having accomplished its office,
the digested mass enters the duodenum ; where
the series of changes is continued in a manner
equally wonderful. In the duodenum, the di-
gested mass is brought in contact with the



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


